Death of  George Slee

Evening Chronicle (Newcastle, England) ,  Sept 21, 2004 
George Slee MBE has died, aged 78.

The father-of-two and grandfather-of-two from Consett, County Durham, worked as an outdoor education adviser for Northumberland council after moving to the region with wife Phyllis in 1964.

He went on to establish a widely-admired network of field-study bases for youngsters.

He had two sons, Peter and Patrick and two grandaughters, Ellie and Katie.

Phyllis, 72, said: "George was tough on the outside and soft on the inside.

"He was hard working, a tough cookie and a very loving father.  "He was so proud of his boys and they weren't just family, they were his best friends. They have done really well in life but he was most proud of their characters.

"He was such a popular man and it shows in the fact that my house is full of cards from people he has touched over the years."
George worked by the motto "I don't teach subjects, I teach children" and was given an MBE for his services to education in 1986.

One of his proudest achievements was establishing strong links with a Norwegian town, which enabled schools from across the region to enjoy ski trips.

Phyllis said: "Getting the MBE was a fantastic day. It was wonderful. It was presented by the Queen herself and she was so gracious."

George was cremated at The College of St. Hild and St. Bede, Bede Chapel, Leazes Road, Durham on Monday September 13.

